YOUTH GROUP 

ANNUAL REPORT 2010

The Gilead Congregational Church Youth Group’s mission is to “Provide the youth of the church and community with regular opportunities to participate in Christian service and fellowship”. We achieve this by holding monthly meetings every 2nd Sunday of the month.  During the meeting we have a time for spiritual reflection, fellowship and planning for upcoming events.  We also have a regular Christian service of monthly visits every 2nd Tuesday to the Colchester Harrington Court – Genesis Elder Care Center.  Although this past year, we had to cancel visits due to flu outbreaks at the nursing home.
We started off in September 2009 with a kick-off meeting including pizza and had 19 youth attending.  Our social activities for the year included a movie night at the home of Amy & Ken Weiss, a ski trip to Butternut, and sledding at Vernon Middle School. 
Our Service activities included participating in the Crop Walk benefiting Church World Service, serving the noon meal four times during the year at the Covenant Soup Kitchen in Willimantic, Homeless Awareness Night(where the youth assembled a mailing for HIHS, collected coats for Button-Up CT and turkeys for Foodshare, listened to a speaker from Foodshare and then spent the night outside in cardboard boxes to gain some insight into homelessness), serving once at the Manchester Area Council of Churches Church Mouse Thrift Shop, and participating in the Foodshare Walk Against Hunger benefitting Foodshare and HIHS.  Nine of our youth went on a weeklong mission trip to New Orleans in April. 
Over 23 youth participated in the various events throughout the year.  The Youth Group is greatly appreciative of all the support they receive throughout the year from the congregation.

Respectfully submitted,
Kelly Kulow (Lead Advisor), Heidi & Brian Byrne, Rich & Melanie Miller, Lisa Cox, Jamie Lindley, Jill MacLachlan, Teresa Olio, Paul Reindel , Donna Stolle, Amy Weiss, (and of course- Denise!)
