MUSIC COMMITTEE

 ANNUAL REPORT 2010
This was a year of changes, surprises and provision for the Gilead music programs.  The church year began with Marianne Vogel’s able leadership as Organist and Choir Director.  In addition to the Adult Choir, Marianne was able to work with a Youth Choir intermittently through the year.  It was a blessing to have their young voices as a part of several worship services.  

During Advent, Marianne’s contacts enabled the scheduling of a production of the Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah.  The community was invited to attend this wonderful professional presentation and to participate.  Those attending, armed with their own copies of the Messiah, actually became the choir for the many well-known choral portions of Handel’s beautiful work.  It was truly a joyful noise to our God. 
In the spring of 2010, Marianne chose to further her professional organ career, moving on to a church with a much larger instrument.  Sadly, the Choir and congregation said goodbye to Marianne and we all wish her well as she pursues her musical gifts.  Carol Geyer agreed to fill in as interim Organist and Choir director from mid-April until another music director could be found.  In mid-June, by the hard work of the Organist/Choir Director Search Committee and God’s provision, we welcomed Stephen Brown to Gilead Congregational Church as our new Organist and Choir Director.  

Stephen holds a Bachelor of Music degree in piano performance from Syracuse University and a Graduate Professional Diploma and a Master of Music degree from the Hartt School of Music.  In recent years, Stephen has served as organist and choir director at St. James Episcopal Church in Farmington, CT and Music Director at the First Congregational Church in Bristol, CT.  He has taught piano lessons privately for fifteen years.  We welcome Stephen and look forward to his musical leadership of the congregation and Choir in our worship services.  
Many thanks to Connie Jones who began to share her talents with the Sunday School children in the spring of 2010.  Connie takes great joy in sharing the knowledge and love of Christ with our children through music.  It is a blessing to hear the children share what they have learned in our worship services.  Thank you, Connie. 
The talents of many others were shared in our worship services during the year.  In addition to lovely solos by Choir members, we were blessed to hear the musical offerings of Will Larsen, the Williams family, Dick Halloran, Voices in Praise, and the Silk City Singers.  We thank God for the wonderful gift of music through which our praise can be heard!
Respectfully submitted,
Ken Cook and Carol Geyer on behalf of the Music Committee

Judy Brown, Stephen Brown, Pete Carbone, Renee Ellis, Laurie Larsen and Joan Tluck
