BOARD OF MISSIONS

ANNUAL REPORT 2010

The Board of Missions provides financial support to numerous organizations.  These donations include local, regional, national and international programs that furnish needed services and support to people around the world.  Our other mission is to educate the congregation about the organizations we support and how we can help beyond their financial needs. Speakers this year included Devon Bates from Andover Newton Theological School and Elisabeth Kennedy, founder of HELO! ((Haiti orphanage), who gave us her personal description of the destruction of the earthquake in January. Fortunately, there was no damage to the orphanage, but funds are needed to build additional buildings for housing and classrooms for additional children that became orphans due to the earthquake. Our new Minister of Mission, Debbie Pallatto-Fontaine is planning our mission trip to Haiti in March 2011.  Reverend Debbie came to us in April and has many new and exciting ideas for our congregation.  In April of 2010, nineteen members traveled to New Orleans and worked for a week on painting a home in disrepair.  Thanks to Cristina Schoeck and Joan Aldridge for their leadership of this trip.  For the sixth year in a row, our church had a team participating in the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life in October.  On October 24th, we celebrated Antonio Rozie’s 10 year anniversary as Gilead’s adopted Social Worker with Covenant to Care for Children.  

National & International Mission Activities

· Our Churches Wider Missions, UCC national level(OCWM)  $4,400

· Church World Service(Crop Walk $1,911, Blankets  $775) Total  $2,686

· Heifer Project International  $550

· One Great Hour of Sharing(OGHS)  $768    

· Neighbors in Need  $881    

· The Christmas Fund  $1,088

· HELO! Haiti Orphanage  $1,146

· UCC Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund  $1,956

· UCC Chile Earthquake Relief Fund  $312

· New Orleans Mission Trip  $722
Regional & Statewide Mission Activities

· CT Missionary Society, UCC state level  $2,340

· Andover Newton Theological Seminary  $150

· Walk Against Hunger (Foodshare in Greater Hartford)  $705   

· American Cancer Society Relay for Life   $13,420
· Steeple Chase  $500
Local & Area Wide Missions Activities

· Tolland Association, UCC county level  $234

· Hebron Interfaith Human Services  $550

· Antonio Rozie (Covenant to Care adopted social worker)  $150

In February, we asked the congregation to donate items for a basket to be raffled at the annual HIHS Sweetheart Dance.  The “You and Your Health” basket was filled to overflowing.  Other donations to local organizations have included AHM youth and Family Services, Covenant Soup Kitchen, Silver Lake, South Park Inn, Vacation Bible School, WAIM, Waterford Country School, Gilead Stitchers group, Gilead Knitting Circle and many others.
Nineteen Christmas Gift tags gifts (in conjunction with Church of the Holy Family) were also donated.
Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Boone (Chair), Nancy Bennett (Covenant to Care liaison), Pam D’Amico, Peggy Gaspar (Treasurer), Ruthanne Hadley, Sandy Hooker, Lorraine Kreeger, Maggie Nolan-Thibault, Cristina Schoeck and Ann Sarra

