HISTORIANS REPORT 
ANNUAL REPORT 2010
The Gilead Church continues to grow and change. In October 2009, the monthly newsletter went from monthly snail-mail to weekly e-mail.  The e-mail address changed to gcc@gileadchurch.net.

November 3rd, 2009 a long time member and friend of the church John H. Horton, retired and living in Arizona, went to be with his maker.

On May 9th, 2010 our beloved Iva June Watkins went to be with her maker. 

Arthur Davis went to be with his maker on July 18, 2010.

To honor the life of Kathy Owens, her parents Bob and Lynn envisioned a part-time Minister of Mission for the church.  In March, we welcomed Debbie Pallatto-Fontaine as our new Minister of Mission.  In July, Pastor Debbie went to Ghana to work at a church orphanage, work with women’s groups, and taught and preached at the church. Blank squares of cloth were passed out by Pastor Debbie before she left for Ghana and the congregation’s mission was to make a symbol, word or picture to express some of the most important wishes of our heart.  On September 19th the peace flag “May Peace Prevail on Earth” was erected on the peace flag pole.  These wishes are now sent out to the world as a silent blessing on the wings of the wind.
On any given Sunday the congregation will hear a sermon by one of our many talented leaders. Rev. Dr. Denise Esslinger, Minister of Mission Rev. Debbie Pallatto-Fontaine, Patsy Bjoring, John D’Amico or Rev. Ed Meincke. 
After blessing the congregation with such music as Handel’s Messiah sing-a-long, our organist and choir director Marianne Vogel moved on to another church.  Carol Geyer graciously filled in until we were blessed once again with talented Stephen Brown as our new choir director and organist.

The Parish House front porch received some much needed refurbishing by Life Scout and Gilead Church member Billy Yeterain.  To do an Eagle Scout Project the scout is responsible for picking a project, getting permission, collecting donations, purchasing the material, getting volunteers to help, and having the project approved by his leaders.
Family portraits have been taken and editing is being done to produce our church’s third pictorial church directory.

The Gilead Chicken BBQ returned after a year’s sabbatical with the chicken barbequed in an open pit in the field behind the church in spite of the potential rain showers.  New tables and chairs were purchased with the successful profit.
There have been several disasters over the year and the members of the church have opened their wallets and given generously.  Starting with Haiti, we welcomed Elizabeth Kennedy to share with us about the orphanage she helped start in Haiti in 2007 and the impact that the recent earthquake had on the country and the orphanage.  This inspired the Sunday School mission project collecting items for Church World Service Baby Kits to go help the thousands of Haitian babies affected by the earthquake.
The mission trip this year was to New Orleans, Louisiana to build and repair homes destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 

We have had two occasions to work on fundraisers to help with the financial burden of cancer treatments for two of the young people in our community.

The knitting group has made shawls for those in need and for the large number of high school graduates in our congregation.

The quilting group made close to one hundred pillow cases, small mastectomy pillows and knit or crochet preemie hats for the “million pillow case challenge”.  These items were divided among local hospitals and shelters.
The gazebo that was next to the old Social Hall was removed to make room for the new Fellowship Hall.  In August the gazebo was rebuilt across the stone wall in the open field.  The stone wall is also quietly being rebuilt.  Our church has many projects that are completed when we come to church on Sunday morning and no one knows who or how they got done and this quiet work is much appreciated.
Special Events for 2010: In June we celebrated the 63rd wedding anniversary of Charlotte       and Alex Motkya, August 8th we celebrated Charlotte’s 90th birthday, a birthday card party for Bruce Watkin’s 89th birthday September 3rd, Sunday, September 11th we celebrated Alex Motkya’s 97th birthday.

Some of the events that took place within our the church community included: community dinner, Covenant to Care, Relay for Life, craft fair and bake sale, Faith and Film Series, angel tag gifts, advent workshop, food for H.I.H.S., hat and mitten drive, Foodshare, Heifer International, Christmas caroling, book discussion, liturgist workshop, Silver Lake summer camp, items for the Humane Society, family game night, meals for those in need, ladies night out, family bowling, Men’s Fellowship breakfast before service on special Sundays, sending valentines to brighten our friends day, church members attended the special celebration luncheon for Jim Derby to honor his 45 years of community service, Vacation Bible School, Summer Potluck and Prayer gatherings, garden swap, Gilead Gripers Annual Steeple Chase Bike Tour Fundraiser and Crop Walk. 
The list is never complete for there is a Garden of Remembrance Committee working as we end this church year.  Researching and studying what is needed to establish a Memorial Garden.  And other upcoming church events in the planning stages.
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