“People were bringing even infants to [Jesus]...and when the disciples  

saw it, they sternly ordered them not to do it.  But Jesus called for them and  

said, ‘Let the children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these 

that the kingdom of God belongs.’”

(Luke 18: 15-16 NRSV)

 

Dear Gilead Congregational Church, UCC Youth/Children Ministry  

Applicant,

 

Attached to this letter is the Application/Screening Form for  

volunteers and employees who work here at the Gilead Congregational  

Church, UCC with children and youth.  Carefully created by professional  

staff, volunteers, and the Board of Christian Education, it represents  

our Church’s firm commitment to give children and youth the chance to  

spiritually learn and grow in the safest and most secure environment we  

can provide.  If you would like a copy of the Safe Church Policy, please call 
the church office or download it from the church web site (www.gileadchurchucc.org).
 

The call to work with children and youth carries with it great  

responsibilities.  We are all too aware of incidents of sexual abuse or  

inappropriate behavior within Church’s and other organizations where  

the safety of children and youth has been threatened, and the sacred  

trust between adults and young people broken.

 

We are aware that such a form asks for your extra commitment and the  

sharing of personal information by you.  Please be assured that all the  

information provided will be kept in strict confidence.

 

As you commit to taking this added step in ministering with our young  

people, know that the Church commits to keeping this process humane and  

sensitive.

 

“Let the children come to me and do not stop them.”  This is both a  

command and challenge by Christ to us to make our Church home safe,  

secure and nurturing.  In this spirit, thank you in advance for being a  

partner in ministry with our children and youth.

 

Peace,

 

 

 

