DIACONATE 
ANNUAL REPORT 2010
The Diaconate continued to provide weekly support for Sunday worship services, baptisms, information gatherings for prospective new members and offering goodwill to those who have been ill or are home-bound.  We also conducted communion and acolyte training for children in the church.  Pulpit supply, the offering of communion and spiritual growth within the church community are some of the Diaconate duties.
Iva June Watkins was the only church member to pass away this year. Reverend Esslinger also officiated at funerals of: Arthur S. Davis, Donald B. Martin and Ruth Miller.
New members received this year included:

Jim & Trish Averso


Gloria & Jon Kimball
Charlotte Neild



Diane Pawlina

Shelley Reardon



Maria Thompson

Dale Bland




Dave & Carol Geyer

Nathalie Horton



Gaye Keeney

Don Tuttle




Debbie Pallatto-Fontaine
Amy & Charles Daniels


Berry Honore
Patrick Fagan



Carl Gloss

Carol Holcomb



Debbie & Ed Meincke
The following young people were confirmed on May 23, 2010: 

Jordan Thomas Barry


Christopher Michael Lipscomb

David Michael Olio


Joshua Joseph Salan

Christina Marie Williams

Christopher Perry Yeterian

Baptisms included: 

Lauren Grace Lockward


Michaela Eleanor Buerk
Benjamin Alfredo Averso

Christopher Angel Averso

Breana Catherine Wood


Joshua Joseph Salan

Brooke Susan Topulas


Alexander Jay Sandberg

Reverend Esslinger also officiated at the following weddings: John Michaud Jr. & Stacie Mikol, Scott Rich & Denise Adams, and Jenny Ouellette & Christopher Fisher.
Summer services were held at 9:00 a.m. and during the Sunday school year at 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

On December 21st, we held a Blue Christmas service to offer healing and hope. On Christmas Eve, we held two services.  At 7:00 p.m., a Family Candlelight Service and a Candlelight Communion Service at 11:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday services were held again this past year.

Our traditional Easter Sunrise Service was held again this year in the field behind the Gilead Church in conjunction with the other Christian Churches in town.  Again it was very well attended with a post service gathering in the Fellowship Hall.
For the third year, the Deacons joined with the Board of Christian Education in hosting five Potluck and Prayer dinners on Wednesday evenings during July, August and September on the Gathering Terrace.
On October 10, 2010, Reverend Esslinger officiated at our annual Blessing of the Animals held on our Gathering Terrace.  This was very well attended.
The Deacons also worked with Olan Mills to produce a new church pictorial directory, which will be available late fall 2010.

The Deacons also have been spending time at each meeting discussing the things that make church communities vital.  We are using the book “Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church is Transforming the Faith” by Diana Butler Bass as a guide.

Respectfully submitted,

Robin Carlough (Chair), Judy Brown, Tom Fanciullo (Co-Chair), Margaret Gibbs (Secretary), Stephanie Haines, Mark Hand, Gary Sarra, Jan Smith (Co-Chair), and Doug Stewart 

