CLERK’S REPORT
ANNUAL REPORT 2010
As we are about to begin Gilead Congregational Church UCC’s 263rd year, we have set a new record for membership.  Membership stands at 387 as of October 1st 2010.  Over the past twelve months we’ve welcomed 29 new members, including six confirmands.  We can rejoice in our growth as we peruse our new Gilead Church pictorial directory.  
Pastor Denise performed 11 baptisms, three marriages and two funerals in the sanctuary since October of 2009.  Sadly, our church community saw the passing of long-time member Iva June Watkins in May.  Charlotte Motyka celebrated her 90th birthday on August 6, 2010.  A special reception in her honor was held after worship on August 8th.  Charlotte is also currently recognized as our longest serving member, as she joined Gilead Church on May 8, 1938.  A few of our members moved to new destinations over the past year.  We wish God’s blessing for all those who have moved to take new jobs, be with family members or enjoy retirement in a warmer climate.
A new chapter in Gilead Church was forged in early 2010 when, through the generosity of Lynn and Bob Owens, the Reverend Dr. Debra Pallato-Fontaine was hired to be Gilead’s first Minister of Mission.  Pastor Debbie was welcomed to Gilead on Palm Sunday, and she started in her position in April.  We also experienced an unanticipated change in staff during the summer when Marianne Vogel took an organist position at another church.  We wish Marianne much success.  We welcomed musically-gifted Stephen Brown as our new organist and choir director on July 18, 2010, and look forward with great anticipation to the music that he and the choir will be inspiring us with in the future.
Gilead Church received a silver award when our American Cancer Society Relay for Life team raised $9,700 in October 2009.  But, even that feat was surpassed when the entire community came together to support the Aker/Lipscomb families by raising over $12,500 for Mariah Lipscomb, at a fundraiser dinner and silent auction in May.  The mission of Gilead reached geographically farther during our second week-long mission trip to New Orleans in April.  Nineteen people participated in the work trip to assist with those still rebuilding from Hurricane Katrina.  Plans are already well underway for Gilead Church’s next mission trip to Haiti in 2011.
The past year has continued to be one of spiritual growth and potential change for GCC.  The Open and Affirming Committee, formed in late 2009, provided many opportunities for discussion and reflection on what it means to become an open and affirming church.

Our beautiful Fellowship Hall has now served us for two years.  The kitchen has allowed us to host community dinners, as well as church breakfasts and evening gatherings, which previously could not have been undertaken in the old Social Hall.  The large meeting room has been put to good use serving the community for Girl Scouts, Alcoholics Anonymous and Hebron Parks and Recreation.  The $400,000 building loan, which was turned into a conventional $175,000 mortgage in September 2009, is now down to slightly over $100,000.  It is truly a remarkable feat to construct a $1.4 million facility and have the balance owed be this low in just two years.  This speaks volumes of the generosity, dedication and commitment of Gilead Church members and friends. 

In year 2010, which was a time of economic tribulation, at levels not experienced previously by many of us, we have succeeded once again in meeting all of our church’s financial commitments.  We now look toward 2011 for GCC-UCC to continue to be a place of service, mission, inspiration, and growth.
Respectfully submitted,
Don Larsen, Clerk

